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CHURCH STAFF & OFFICERS
Pastor-Art Wuertz
Administrative AssistantZsuzsanna Jobbagy
Organist/Pianist-Silas Daniel
Handbell Director-Melissa
Daniel
Sexton-Harold Decker
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Dolores Douthirt
Vicki Valli
Brenda Keppel
Wendy Patterson
Georgia Adams
Terri Feeley
Bob Vogel
Odd Bjerkmann
Elizabeth Baker
Marjorie Wlodarczyk
Charlie Meier
Trish Froehlich
Marguerite Cox
22 Emily McGrury
22 Dot Muller

24 Debra Wuertz
25 Robin Kaizer
28 Sue Berry
30 Pat Cerruto
Patti Spellman

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS:

President-Charlie Meier

Vice President-Joy Olsen
Secretary-Peggy Dietz
Treasurer-Terry Owen

OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Harold Decker
Ethel Kleiner

7 Bob & Melinda Wright
8 Dan & Carol Schellenbach

Stanley Mahabeer

10 Rodger & Brenda Keppel

Emily McGrury

24 Ray & Edie Heinzen

Merrick Owen
Claude Wessells

27 Paul & Paula Stevens
30 Hank & Jean Groth
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DISCIPLESHIP
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PRAY. PRAY. PRAY. Alone, in small groups, in worship.
Spiritual Gifts inventories. Pastor has these.
Bible studies
Promote the abundance mentality with each other.

Stewardship Ministry meets the second Tuesday of each month at 2:00. |
All are welcome!!
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TO WELCOME ALL WOMEN OF JOY IN FELLOWSHIP
The JOY that comes from mutual encouragement,
camaraderie, and activity is open to all women of our congregation. We welcome and look forward to the opportunity
of knowing each other better.

-

Meets every Wednesday at
9:00 —12:00 P.M.
in Swenson Hall.
Contact: Georgia Adams
352-861-0921

We have become an e-mail
meeting. Traditionally, we met
the 1st Monday of the month at
2:30 in Swenson Hall.

ministry!

Happy Hands Card Ministry meets every Wednesday at
PURPOSE: To provide a
9:30 in the Garden Room. They
support system for the people of
make those beautiful greeting
this congregation who are needing
prayer, encouragement, transpor- cards you see in the Narthex for
the bargain donation of $2.00
tation to church, or just need
each! Whatever the occasion,
someone to check on them from
our members know they are
time to time.
cared for and loved. Since the
Shepherd Ministry
onset of the pandemic, this has
is the coordination of communication between the church office and been carried on faithfully by
Patti Adler, Edie Heinzen,
our neighborhoods we live in.
Patty Willoughby and Pat
When someone is in need, having
VanEffen.
surgery, in the hospital, each of
our neighborhoods has a
“shepherd of the flock”. Please
contact
Donna Schmidt if you have a
concern, update or would like to
become a part of this amazing

Eucharistic Ministers.
They bring the Lord’s Supper to
our homebound members.
Please speak to the pastor if you
would like to do this.

We are still in search of
willing drivers to bring people to
church. Please let the church office know of your willingness.
We would like to bring
back the program of New Member Sponsors. Once someone
begins participating regularly in
worship and congregational life,
they would receive a sponsor.
Normally, this is someone from
the same neighborhood, part of
the country, or has any other
common thread. They would accompany our new participating
member and answer any questions they may have about our
church.
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We have a dynamic duo this month who comes to us originally from Connecticut, but have lived in
Ocala for 20 years. Most of the work this wonderful couple do is behind the scenes, so some of you
may not be aware of their impact here at Joy. They are Joe and Judy Spillane and Joy and the Ocala
community are very blessed to have them with us.
Both Joe and Judy were born in Connecticut where they grew up. Judy traveled all the way to Indiana to attend Valparaiso University where she got her degree in elementary education. When she
graduated, she took a job at a Lutheran elementary school on Long Island. Joe who was from Willimantic stayed closer to home and he got his elementary education degree from Eastern Connecticut
University and started his teaching career in Rocksville. After those two years on Long Island, Judy
returned to her hometown of Rocksville to teach in the local elementary school and that is where she
met Joe. The rest is history. Soon they were married and began their life together.

They stayed in Rocksville where they raised their two sons and a daughter, all who are involved in the
field of education in some way. One son lives in Gainesville, one in Rocksville and their daughter lives
in Los Angeles. Judy says their family reunions are few and far between as a result of the distant between them. Joe taught for 35 years in the same position and Judy took some time off to raise their
children and also worked as a pre-school director and teacher at their church, tutoring students, as an
administrative assistant at a boy’s school and a hospital and working at her favorite job as a church
secretary.
Joe’s hobbies mostly deal with working artistically with his hands. He enjoys painting, has made doll
house miniatures as well as building miniature boats. Judy loves music and writing and we can see
this every week by the wonderful blogs she blesses us with. She finds this to be a great way to share
her writing and feels very fulfilled by it.

Joe and Judy share all their church duties which include being Stephen ministers, coordinating the
meals the Joy folks make and serve at Interfaith, in addition to delivering food pantry items there as
well. They serve on an ushering team and edit the Joy blog as well as writing blogs for it. All of their
work at Joy is something they both enjoy very much.
They would like to see the political parties working together to accomplish goals for the good of the
people of our country and heal the division which is horrible. They also feel like more needs to be done
for hunger issues in our country. In their opinion, charitable work is necessary and needed, but it only
serves as a band aid. In our country where we have so much, Joe and Judy feel we need a bigger approach on the national level to cure hunger.
The Spillane’s have attended Joy for almost five years and love the friends they have made here. It is
our fortune and blessing they are a part of Joy’s ministry. Honoring these two wonderful people is a
small way we can thank them for the work they do both in service to the church and to the community
and they are certainly well deserving. God’s blessings to Joe and Judy.
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Memorial Day commemorates the
men and women who died while in
the military service of their country,
particularly those who died in battle
or as a result of wounds sustained in
battle. In other words, the purpose of
Memorial Day is to memorialize the
veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.
We spend time remembering those
who lost their lives and could not
come home, reflecting on their service and why we have the luxury
and freedom that we enjoy today. We
might consider how we can support
and safeguard their grieving families
and loved ones who are left behind.
Traditionally, on Memorial Day
(U.S.), people visit cemeteries and memorials, and volunteers often place
American flags on each grave site at
national cemeteries. A national moment of remembrance takes place at
3:00 p.m. local time.
The custom of honoring ancestors by
cleaning cemeteries and decorating
graves is an ancient and worldwide
tradition, but the specific origin of
Memorial Day—or Decoration Day,
as it was first known—is unclear
Starting with the Civil War-it was
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decided (after WWI) to expanded the day to honor those
who have died in all American
wars.
No less than 25 places have
been named in connection
with the origin of Memorial
Day, and states observed the
holiday on different dates. In
1971, Memorial Day became a
national holiday by an act of
Congress; it is now celebrated
annually on the last Monday
in May.
WHY IS THE POPPY A SYMBOL OF MEMORIAL DAY?
In the war-torn battlefields of
Europe, the common red field
poppy (Papaver rhoeas) was
one of the first plants to reappear. Its seeds scattered in the
wind and sat dormant in the
ground, only germinating when the ground was disturbed—as it was by the very
brutal fighting of World War 1.
John McCrae, a Canadian soldier
and physician, witnessed the war
first hand and was inspired to
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write the now-famous poem “In
Flanders Fields” in 1915. He saw
the poppies scattered throughout
the battlefield surrounding his artillery position in Belgium.

The Poppy Lady
In November 1918, days before
the official end of the war, an
American professor named
Moina Michael wrote her own
poem, “We Shall Keep the
Faith,” which was inspired by
McCrae’s “In Flanders Fields.”
In her poem she mentioned
wearing the “poppy red” to honor the dead, and with that, the
tradition of adorning one’s clothing with a single red poppy in
remembrance of those killed in
the Great War was born. Moina
herself came to be known—and
honored—as “The Poppy Lady.”
Ps: Copyright from:
https://www.almanac.com/conte
nt/when-memorial-day
You can read both poems on the
web site.

“Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

PS: All information contained here is from: Wikipedia.org
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Welcome to Our Church
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Noreen Anderson
Pat Bartolo
Evan Brueckner
Grace Cahners
Phil Cahners
Noah Cook
Carole Darena
Barbara Dean
Deena
Nancy Deering
Linda Erhardt
Joanne Olson Finnorm
Dale Golgart Sr
Rosalie Graziano
Terry Green
Ray Heinzen
Diane Hendricksen
Mark Hill
Wayne Hobbs
Joe Kenney
Patsy Kleeman
Julie Krone
Matthew Kutscher
Grant Liples
Tim Long
John Muehlbauer
Dylan Nerud
Jan Nerud

Ed Owen
Diane Plesser
Connie Shirley
Karyn Thomas
Karen Thompson
Raymond Woodall
Ralph & Mary
Wright
Debbie Young

–
We will will be meeting the third
Thursday of each month at 9:30 am.
Next Meeting is May 20th.
Come join us !
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Framed for the murder of her husband, Libby Parsons (Ashley Judd)
survives the long years in prison with
two burning desires sustaining her -finding her son and solving the mystery that destroyed her once-happy
life. Standing between her and her
quest, however, is her parole officer,
Travis Lehman (Tommy Lee Jones).
Libby poses a challenge to the cynical
officer, one that forces him to face up
to his own failings while pitting him
against his superiors and law enforcement colleagues.

WELCOME BACK

Now that we are opening the
church more and more, we are
resuming the use of Counters for
the Worship Donations. If this is
something you have done in the
past or would like to do, we need
you. If we get enough people, this
would be a “once a month” event.
The money would be counted on
Mondays, so that everyone’s Sunday can be their family time. If
you are interested please call Terry Owen, 352-854+-4509 ext. 4.
Thank you.

-

-

—
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